A   SHORT   HISTORY  OF
INDIAN LITERATURE.

THE ARYAN MIGRATION

SEVERAL thousand years ago, when the
Caspian Waters still flowed in the same bed
as the Black and Aral Seas, the Scythian
flats and prairies which bordered on the
north of that vast inland lake were inhabited
by pastoral tribes of kindred blood and
speech. At length, as the floods subsided,
and the Caucasus emerged between the
shrunken waters, and further east salt
marshes and desert land appeared, the
unsettled shepherd clans descended from the
barren Kirghiz Steppe, and entered the fair
valleys of the Oxus and Jaxartes. They
called each other &ryas or friends. But the